Greater Reading Environmental Network

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

held 30th November 2011, Friends Meeting House

1. Welcome & minutes of previous meeting

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies for absence were given.

	Present:
	

	Michele Atkins (GREN/Greenpeace)
	Douglas Coulter (Greenpeace/GREN)

	John Booth (Reading FoE)
	Sunil Gandhi

	Oonagh Kelleher (GREN/BTCV)
	Justin Bowles (Transition Town)

	Paul Harper (GREN)
	Ornella Trevisan (Transition Town)

	John Hoggett (GREN/Rising Tide)
	Peter Ruczynski (Transition Town)

	Gabriel Berry (GREN/REP)
	Chris Burden

	Summreen Sheikh (RITE)
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	

	Tony Cowling
	


The minutes of last year’s AGM were agreed.

2. Officers’ reports

a. Chair

The Chair apologised for the lateness of this year’s report and went on to summarise the

highlights.  The annual report can be found on the GREN website:

http://www.gren.org.uk/Resources.cfm#3
b. Treasurer
OK gave a report on finances: GREN funds are low but enough to cover room and equipment hire costs for the meeting. Additional funds will be required to cover website maintenance costs in the coming year.  A copy of the accounts was distributed to those present – see Appendix.

3. GREN current campaign on FiTs

A press release and letters to Reading MPs expressing GREN’s view on the proposed changes to FiTs have been sent out and are available on the GREN website.

4. Feedback from the GREN Member Survey

MA summarised results from recent Member survey.  Results to be published on the GREN website after the meeting.
5. Discussion of GREN’s aims for the coming year

JH ran a participative activity in which all present were asked to suggest how GREN could deliver its aims and objectives.  Due to the shortness of time, the activity will be re-visited at the next member meeting to be held in January. 

6. Election of board & officers

a. Board members – 2 nominations

Previously: 
John Hoggett, Gabriel Berry

Retiring:

Gabriel Berry

Nominated:
John Hoggett, Paul Harper, Douglas Coulter

Elected:

John Hoggett, Gabriel Berry, Douglas Coulter
Vacant: 

1 to be co-opted
b. Treasurer

Previously: 
Oonagh Kelleher.

Retiring:

n/a.

Nominated:
Oonagh Kelleher.

Elected:

Oonah Kelleher.

Vacant: 

n/a.

c. Secretary

Previously: 
Michele Atkins.

Retiring:

n/a

Nominated:
Michele Atkins.

Elected:

Michele Atkins.

Vacant: 

n/a.

d. Chair

Previously: 
Paul Harper.

Retiring:

Paul Harper

Nominated:
n/a

Elected:

n/a
Vacant: 

To be co-opted
e. GREN rep. on Reading Climate Change Partnership

Previously: 
Paul Harper.

Retiring:

n/a.

Nominated:
Paul Harper.

Elected:

Paul Harper.

Vacant: 

n/a.

John Booth proposed the elections.  Peter Ruczynski seconded.  The vacancy for Chair and board member roles will be addressed at the next board meeting – date to be organised.  Douglas Coulter expressed an interest in the position of Press Officer.

7. Any Other Business

JB thanked PH for his work as Chair.

Congratulations conveyed to True Food for winning ‘Best Retail Initiative’ at the BBC Food and Farming awards.

8. Date Of Next Meeting

MA to send round a Doodle to arrange the date of the next board meeting.

The date of the next members’ meeting would be discussed at the next board meeting and sent to members.

Appendix – Summary of Accounts
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