Minutes for GREN board meeting held on 9th June 2011


Present: Paul Harper, John Hoggett, Michele Atkins
Apologies were received from Oonagh Keller. 

1. Minutes of previous meeting

Following on from the invitation by Richard Willis for GREN to attend the Cycle Forum, Paul reported back on the latest Cycle Forum meeting.  There appears to be little progress with the 20 mph zones.  Traffic light junction review generally well received.  Workshops were meant to be held about changes in the town centre and Reading Bridge but these have not happened.  Paul felt that there didn’t appear to be a good relationship between cycling group representatives and the council on the issues.  That seems to be because cycling is a lower priority to the council than to GREN and the cycling groups.
2. GREN events

The GREN member survey has been put together but not circulated yet.  It was decided put together a brief e-mail saying why the survey has been sent with a “please complete by …” deadline and a link to the survey on SurveyMonkey.  It was agreed to also post the link to the survey as a news item on the website.

We discussed the possibility of an event if RBC sign up to the Sustainable Communities Act.  Paul suggested an event to ask people what they would like to happen that they can’t achieve at the moment due to legal restrictions.  It was decided to wait and see if RBC signed up and in the meantime concentrate on other issues.

The council undertook to write a new cycling strategy after the elections.  GREN will arrange an urgent meeting with the new Lead Councillor for Planning and Transport to find out their position on GREN transport priorities.

3. Review of website

Michele unable to work out how to list the agenda and minutes in chronological order.  Michele to ask Beth/Chin.

Paul to meet with Beth & Chin to discuss the various suggestions, including adding a Donate button to the website homepage.

There appears to have been no progress on the Welcome Pack/User Guide.  Michele to contact Jo and offer to take the User Guide on if Jo is unable to complete what she has in the next two weeks.

Discussion forum – not used since members moved from Yahoo group.  John Hoggett to look into promoting it/getting people to use it.  John will start by contacting the cycling groups and ask them to post a summary of the Cycle Forum.

4. Follow up to Community Feed in Tariff Event 

Home Energy workshops event scheduled for 11th June 2011.

5. Reading Climate Change Partnership Board

Paul attended on behalf of GREN.  Paul to publish RCCP Action Plan on the website.

(a) Community Energy Enterprise – the Local Strategic Partnership board has made available some money to look into the viability of the project.  In the meantime, the LSP is investing £450K capital in solar panels on council and community buildings.

(b) The Climate Change Partnership is proposing to develop a new climate change strategy for Reading to run from 2013.  Development will start at the Climate Change Partnership event in November and over the following 12 months.  GREN can be expected to play a significant role in the facilitating of the community event.

6. GREN Finances

Balance of account on the statement dated 8th March £172.64

Expenditure for the Home Energy event to come out.

7. Any Other Business
Reading GrowAllot.  Paul asked the board as Chair of the Food 4 Families Steering Group for approval to send the GrowAllot information to all GREN members.  The attending board members expressed approval as long as it is made clear in the covering e-mail that these are exceptional circumstances.  The views of the other board members will be sought before proceeding.

8. Date of next board meeting

Michele to send round a Doodle for week commencing 5th September.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
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