Minutes of GREN members’ meeting held on 19th June 2013

1. Welcome, introductions, and apologies;
Present: 

GREN Committee members: Oonagh Kelleher, Rachel Miller, John Booth, Tony Cowling, Michele Atkins;

GREN members: Hazel Murphy, Sunil Gandi, Grahame Hawker, Liz Wild, Beth Scott, Peter Chan, Annalisa Cavallini, 

Non-GREN members: Annie English from Berkshire Local Nature Partnership, Claire Andrews from Berks & South Bucks Bat Group

It was agreed that Tony would chair the meeting. Tony thanked the Earley Environmental Group for hosting the meeting at the Maiden Erlegh Local Nature Reserve Interpretation Centre, Instow Road, Earley.

2. Minutes of previous meetings
Minutes of GREN member meeting on 27th March 2013 were agreed.

There were no matters arising.

3. Updates from GREN Officers and Committee:
GREN finances and funding:

· It was reiterated that in order to be eligible for funding, we need something new or different rather than just trying to cover running costs.  It was suggested that we approach the various Waitrose stores around the town to take part in their green tokens scheme.  All to pick up an application form.

· Oonagh will continue to be Treasurer until August.  Tony has volunteered to take it on after that, in the absence of any other volunteers.

· Signatories on the bank account to be updated.

Updates from GREN representatives on other bodies:

· Michele gave an update from the last Cycle Forum – notes from the meeting have been posted on the GREN website.

· Reading Climate Change Partnership – John Booth reported that there had been no meeting of the RCCP Board since January so not much general progress to report.  Reading Climate Change Strategy development had continued but launch of the strategy has been delayed until September.  All to think of a suitable 'green' celebrity to attend the launch – suggestions to John Booth.

Discussion of GREN's future activities – no new suggestions.  Grahame Hawker said that he found the use of the website in promoting events and sharing information very useful. 
Any Other Business

None
4. Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the next members meeting should be 4th September, probably at the RVA office but tbc and will have a skill-share theme.
Invited Speaker – Annie English from Berkshire Local Nature Partnership
Annie gave a brief outline of the Partnership including why it came about, who is involved and what the aims are. For more details of the BLNP see http://berkshirelnp.org/

The Partnership was established in 2011 when a Natural Environment White Paper reported that the effort to halt the decline in biodiversity had failed.

The Partnership aims to be the first generation to leave the environment in a better state than they found it.  Annie outlined the many benefits of nature to the economy, health, water supply, food production and even the value of houses but despite all these benefits, the environment is often given a zero value.
The Partnership is made up from representatives from health authorities, education, local authorities, conservation groups.  Any other related organisations can be a wider member.
The Partnership's main objective is to promote biodiversity and to do this has four main strands:

1. A strategic view of nature conservation in Berkshire by looking at the whole system

2. Influence any decision maker at national or local authority level

3. Provide expertise to identify opportunities to develop ecological networks and links

4. Raise awareness/recognise the value of nature

The Biodiversity Action Plan is a national initiative which highlights the most at risk.  From this a Local Action Plan identifies endangered species locally.  The Biodiversity Action Plan has highlighted 29 areas in Berkshire that are made up of AONB, SSSI, local nature reserves, etc and therefore worth protecting and working out how to join them up.
Annie promoted the BLNP and TVERC joint conference and official launch on 28th September.  The conference aims to celebrate Berkshire biodiversity and set out their strategy for its conservation and enhancement.  Contact Annie at annie@berkshireLNP.org for more information.
Annie then took questions.  Tony asked how is biodiversity measured?  He wondered if the more you look, the more you see so perhaps we are not looking hard enough?

Annie replied that the quality and quantity of habitat is recorded but it also important to record what you have done, so creating a wildlife pond should be recorded as it is improving on what is there.

John asked if agriculture was included and Annie replied that Natural England were involved in agriculture/environment schemes.

Many thanks to Annie for coming along to the meeting and telling us about the Partnership.

5. GREN Forum
Grahame Hawker from the Earley Environmental Group http://www.earleyenvironmentalgroup.co.uk/ gave some background about the group.  It has been running for around  8 years, has approximately 500 members and sends out a newsletter 4 times a year. The Group also provide a calendar of talks – mostly wildlife topics but have also covered renewable energy and population issues - and wildlife walks for the public throughout the year and have stalls at local events such as the Earley Green Fair. The newsletter is put together by a volunteer and the Oracle Corporation  provide the printing.  The group meet on a Wednesday morning to carry out practical tasks such as pulling up Himalayan Balsam along the Loddon.  They have also put in a nectar bank for bees.  On a Thursday tasks include plant recording, veteran tree surveying and recording cycleways and footways to encourage local people to make their short journeys on foot or by bicycle.  In the spring and autumn the group work with RESCUE and Wokingham council to litter pick.  Local resident associations are encouraged to adopt their local street and identify a litter picker for the street.  250 have signed up so far which covers most of Earley.  
Oonagh Kelleher gave an overview of ‘TCV’ (formerly the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.) http://www.tcv.org.uk/
The Berkshire group of this national organisation carry out practical conservation work every Thursday and 2nd Saturday of the month.  The sessions are open to anyone and the group has a minibus so can pick volunteers up.  The group work in the Reading and Berkshire area and receive funding from the Earley Charity for the Thursday sessions.

The CV have received a grant from DEFRA to plant 6460 trees in Reading.  The trees can be planted on private land if it can be shown that they are for community benefit.  Contact TCV if you could use some trees.  TCV carry out community gardening during the summer and are currently planting vegetables in the redeveloped areas of Dee Park.  The group has set up a taster green gym in Amersham Road – the gym aims to improve health and well being.
TCV might be able to help local groups with insurance – an issue that was raised at a previous GREN meeting as being of concern to groups.  Oonagh will post more information about insurance on the website.
TCV currently have opportunities for volunteer leaders – training is available.  Please contact Oonagh if you are interested.

Beth Scott of Transition Town Reading promoted the Reading Town Meal.  The Town Meal will take place in Forbury Gardens on Saturday 5th October from 12 until 4 p.m.  The organisers are looking for volunteers to help with publicity and other tasks.  In conjunction with the Town Meal, on the 2nd October the University will be holding a Question Time type event around food justice with a panel of celebrities.
John Booth of Reading Friends of the Earth talked about the Bee Cause Campaign.  It has been well publicised that several species of bee are in decline.  Of 247 species, 47 are on the Red list (endangered).  The Reading Bee Keepers Association reported an 80% decline in the number of hives in the last year.
350 cards were signed by the public at local events and festivals.  Alok Sharma and Rob Wilson have posed with Bees and Rob Wilson has signed a letter to the Prime Minister supporting the Bee Action Plan.  A Bee Summit is due to be held between the WI, Waitrose, The Co-Op, DEFRA and the government – watch this space for further news soon.
John finished by promoting the Earley Green Fair – the biggest green fair in Reading – always held on the 1st Saturday in August from 10 a.m. Until 3 p.m.
Break for refreshments
The meeting was followed by Grahame of EEG providing some background information about the Maiden Erlegh Nature Reserve.  The area was originally a large estate but by the 1960's only one lake (2 hectares) and a few areas of grass and woodland were saved (10 hectares).  The area was declared a Local Nature Reserve in 1997.  The reserve provides a much needed green space in a densely populated area – approximately 10 thousand people live within a 10 minute walk of the reserve.

Claire Andrews of the Berkshire & South Bucks Bat Group then gave a very informative introduction to bats in general and the bats we were likely to see locally.  She also brought along a live bat (being cared for before being released into the wild) for us to see up close.  Claire then showed us how to use the bat detectors and kindly loaned 5 for us to use on the walk.  She then took us on a walk around the lake watching and listening to various species of bat.  We saw 4 different species – the Pipistrelle, the Soprano Pipistrelle, the Daubenton which flies low over the water feeding on insects, and the Noctule, one of the larger species.

Our thanks to Claire for a very enjoyable and fascinating introduction to bats.

Minutes by Michele Atkins

Version draft 2.

Agreed by:

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Perhaps delete reference – she didn’t take any part in the meeting??


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� I know she didn’t say this, but it’s helpful???





Page 4

